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SECTION 605  DITCH CHECKS 

605.1  Description 

 (1) This section describes constructing masonry structures to control and prevent erosion along ditches and 
waterways. Make these structures of stone or concrete as specifically designated in the contract. 

605.2  Materials 

 (1) Furnish materials conforming to the following: 
Concrete .................................................................................................................................................. section 501 

Mortar rubble masonry ............................................................................................................................. section 518 

Steel reinforcement .................................................................................................................................. section 505 

 (2) Furnish stone for mortar rubble ditch checks conforming to 606.2 for stone for riprap. 

 (3) Furnish grade A, A-FA, A-S, A-T, A-IS, or A-IP concrete conforming to 501.2 as modified in section 716. 
Provide QMP for class III ancillary concrete as specified in section 716. 

605.3  Construction 

605.3.1  General 

 (1) Perform excavating and backfilling in a way that anchors the structure into the sides and bottom of the 
ditch to prevent seepage and scour. Unless specified otherwise, extend each ditch check not less than 2 
feet into the natural ground and build in a trench that gets backfilled and tamped after the completing the 
ditch check. Re-lay sod, if any. Dispose of surplus excavation in a neat and orderly manner to the 
engineer’s satisfaction. 

 (2) Construct the ditch checks at the approximate locations and intervals the plans show and as the engineer 
lays out in the field. If necessary, and if the engineer authorizes, alter the ditch check’s size and shape to 
fit existing conditions and effectively serve the purpose intended. However, conform as close as possible 
to the detailed design the plans show. 

605.3.2  Mortar Rubble Ditch Checks 

 (1) Conform to the requirements the plans show in regards to the width of the top of the ditch check and the 
batter of the faces. 

 (2) Construct mortar rubble ditch checks of stone masonry commonly known as coursed, random, and 
random range work and use fieldstone or rough, unhewn, quarry stone laid in cement mortar. Place 
fieldstone or the rough or unhewn quarry stone by hand, laid with close, broken joints. Select the stones 
so that they firmly bed against adjoining stones. Place the larger stone in the lower courses. Chink 
spaces between stones with spalls, or firmly ram selected small stones into place, but fill voids between 
large and small stones or spalls with mortar as the work progresses. Show uniform, tight spaces in the 
finished work. Conform to 518.3.2 and 518.3.3 for laying stone and pointing mortar rubble masonry. 

605.3.3  Concrete Ditch Checks 

 (1) Provide the type, amount, and placement of reinforcement in concrete ditch checks, if any, as the plans 
show. Adhere to the pertinent construction methods specified in section 504. 

605.4  Measurement 

 (1) The department will measure Ditch Checks Mortar Rubble or Ditch Checks Concrete by the cubic yard 
acceptably completed, measured within the dimensions the plans show or the engineer lays out. 

605.5  Payment 

 (1) The department will pay for measured quantities at the contract unit price under the following bid items: 

ITEM NUMBER DESCRIPTION UNIT 

605.0305 Ditch Checks Mortar Rubble CY 

605.0405 Ditch Checks Concrete CY 

 (2) Payment for Ditch Checks Mortar Rubble or Ditch Checks Concrete is full compensation for providing, 
transporting, and placing all material, including reinforcement in concrete, if required; and for excavating, 
backfilling, relaying sod and disposing of surplus material. 
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