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SECTION 320  CONCRETE BASE 

320.1  Description 

 (1) This section describes constructing a concrete base for overlaying with new pavement. 

320.2  Materials 

 (1) Furnish materials as specified for concrete pavement under section 415 except use grade B, B-FA, B-S, 
B-IS, or B-IP concrete as specified in section 501. Provide QMP for class II ancillary concrete as specified 
in section 716. 

320.3  Construction 

320.3.1  General 

 (1) Construct as specified for concrete pavement under section 415 except as modified here in 320.3. 

320.3.1.1  Consolidating, Finishing, and Curing 

 (1) Consolidate and finish as specified for concrete pavement under 415.3, except the engineer will not 
require tining under 415.3.8.3, or surface testing and correction under 415.3.10. 

 (2) Cure concrete base as specified for concrete pavement in 415.3.12 except the contractor may use PAM 
or linseed oil based curing compound conforming to 415.2.4 or may use wax based curing compound 
conforming to 501.2.9. 

320.3.1.2  Opening Concrete to Traffic 

 (1) Conform to the procedures and opening criteria specified for grade A concrete used in concrete 
pavement under 415.3.15. If the contractor prevents loading within 6 inches of the edge: 

 1. The engineer will allow the contractor to open to traffic when the concrete reaches 2000 pounds per square 
inch. 

 2. In the absence of compressive strength information, the engineer may allow the contractor to open to traffic 
after 3 equivalent curing days expire. 

320.3.1.3  Thickness Tolerance 

 (1) The engineer will not require the contractor to conform to the tolerance in pavement thickness provisions 
specified for concrete pavement under 415.3.16. 

320.3.2  Concrete Base 

320.3.2.1  General 

 (1) Construct as a single layer on a prepared foundation to the thickness the plans show. Prepare the 
foundation as specified in section 211. 

320.3.2.2  Joints 

 (1) Provide transverse joints as the plans show or the engineer directs. 

 (2) Locate longitudinal joints as the plans show. If the plans do not show the joint locations, provide 
longitudinal joints on the centerline for 2-lane concrete base or at the edges of the traffic lanes parallel to 
the centerline of the roadway for multi-lane concrete base. 

 (3) Construct longitudinal joints as the plans show. If the plans do not show construction details, install 1/2-
inch diameter or larger tie bars, 24 inches long or longer, at 3 foot spacing. 

 (4) Saw, form, or tool contraction joints as specified for transverse joints in concrete pavement under 415.3.7. 

320.4  Measurement 

 (1) The department will measure the bid items under this section by the square yard acceptably completed. 
The department will measure fillets for widened sections or fillets at drain basins and similar locations if 
placed monolithic with the concrete base. The department will not deduct for fixtures located within the 
limits of the concrete base. 

320.5  Payment 

 (1) The department will pay for measured quantities at the contract unit price under the following bid items: 

ITEM NUMBER DESCRIPTION UNIT 

320.0100 - 0199 Concrete Base (inch) SY 

320.0300 - 0399 Concrete Base HES (inch) SY 

http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-15.pdf#ss415
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-05-01.pdf#ss501
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-07-16.pdf#ss716
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-15.pdf#ss415
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-15.pdf#ss415.3
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-15.pdf#ss415.3.8.3
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-15.pdf#ss415.3.10
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-15.pdf#ss415.3.12
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-15.pdf#ss415.2.4
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-05-01.pdf#ss501.2.9
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-15.pdf#ss415.3.15
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-15.pdf#ss415.3.16
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-02-11.pdf#ss211
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-15.pdf#ss415.3.7


 

Effective with the December 2012 Letting 136 2013 Standard Specifications 

 (2) Payment for bid items under this section is full compensation for providing curing, and protecting 
concrete; and for providing tie bars and dowel bars in unhardened concrete. For tie bars and dowel bars 
provided in concrete not placed under the contract, the department will pay separately under the Drilled 
Tie Bars and Drilled Dowel Bars bid items as specified in 416.5. 

 (3) Payment for the Concrete Base and Concrete Base HES bid items also includes preparing the foundation 
except, if the contract contains the Prepare Foundation for Concrete Base bid item, the department will 
pay separately for preparing the foundation under 211.5. 

http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-04-16.pdf#ss416.5
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/stndspec/hidden/archive/13stndspec/ss-02-11.pdf#ss211.5
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